common good

People’s attitudes toward things "public” and "private” essentially characterize a nation’s
political and social institutions. Democracy and the market economy tend to make people
independent, atomistic and socially disconnected. Individuals enclose themselves in private
"cells™ and lose their strong interest in public affairs.

This team’s research project focuses on the problems of "private™ and "public in modern
Japan and compares them with the Western and other Asian examples. The issues concerning the
concept of "public™ in the philosophy of law, the "common good", protection of privacy, as well as
the nature of public sectors in modern economies will be discussed.

Researchers in the philosophy of law, economics, social and political thought, economic history,
medieval Japanese history, legal history, media and related fields, are all collaborate to explore
this important and common theme in modern societies.




