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The fact that modern civilization is driving away people from the birthplaces of their own ancestors is certainly
weakening the conception of ancestor-worship in that it deprives them of opportunities for observing the religious

rites towards departed spirits.
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If the sense of ancestor-worship as a religious consciousness loses its own power, the next question we must
think of is what will be the effect on the so-called Japanese patriotism or devotion to the Imperial House; if the
religious devotion should become even a moral consciousness, our world-famous loyalty to the Throne, if we still
keep it then, should be understood differently. But it is too early now to discuss this matter as an actual question.
What I want to emphasize in this short article is that even the Imperial House would be powerless against our
changing conception of ancestor-worship. The spiritual insularity which once has been broken cannot be so easily

mended. *
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