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Malluu Mallaa badeen.
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1, c. 14561464
2, ¢c. 14641472
3, c. 1472-1480
4, c. 1480-1488
5, c. 1488-1496
6, c. 1496-1504
7, ¢. 1504-1512
8, . 1512-1520
9, c. 1520-1528
10, c. 1528-1536
11, c. 1536-1544
12, c. 1544-1552

Gadayoo Galgaloo
Yaayyaa Fulleellee

Jaarsoo Babboo Gannoo
Daawwaa Borbor Daawwee
Diida Nama Duri

Areeroo Boruu Bakkalchaa
Tittilee Dullachaa

Lukkuu Jaarsoo Babboo
Daadoo Hidoo Daadaa
Kuraa Dhaalaa

Dagalee Yaayyaa

Osoosoo Tiittilee

B cB L CBE S A TER OHfEE (I8AH144)

13, c. 1552-1560
14, c. 1560-1568
15, c. 1568-1576

Booroo Lukkuu Jaarsoo
Abbayi Horoo
Biduu Dhogqgee Rasoo,
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16, c. 1576-1584
17, c. 15841592
18, c. 1592-1600
19, c. 1600-1608
20, ¢. 1608-1616
21, c. 1616-1624
22, ¢.1624-1632
23, ¢. 1632-1640
24, c. 1640-1648
25, ¢. 1648-1656
26, c. 16561664

Haroo Daddachaa,
Yaayyaa Hoolee Bonayyaa,
Dooyyoo Booroo Lukkuu
Bachoo Nadhoo
Urgumeessa Higguu
Baabboo Horoo Dullachaa
Baabboo Sibuu Beerree
Hindhaalee Dooyyoo Booroo
Acuu Abbiyyuu

Abbuu Lakkuu Mormaa
Abbayi Baabboo Horoo
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Haallee Kuraa Yaayyaa
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Liiban Waataa
Waayyuu Raallee
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43, ¢. 1792-1800
44, ¢. 1800-1808

Boruu Madhaa
Ungulee Halakee
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45, ¢. 1808-1816
46, c. 1816-1824
47, c. 1824-1832

Saagqoo Dhaddachaa
Jiloo Nyeencoo
Sokoree Annaa
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48, c. 1832-1840
49, c. 1840-1848
50, c. 1848-1856

Madha Boruu Madhaa
Liiban Jiloo
Jaldeessa Guyyoo
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(18 A8 A)
51, c. 18561864
52, c. 18641872

Dooyyoo Jiloo
Haroo Adii
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53, ¢. 1872-1880

Diida Bittaataa

PRI T 2 179 TR B O (18% 16
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54, c. 1880-1888

Guyyoo Boruu Ungulee
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55, ¢. 1888-1896
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Ai144)
56, c. 18961904 Adii Dooyyoo Jiloo
57, ¢.1904-1912 Boruu Galma Dooyyoo
Y DLIZIE % 5 FEHE O (18 AH14)
58, ¢. 1912-1920 Liiban Kusee
59, ¢. 1920-1928 Areeroo Geedoo Liiban

60, c. 1928-1936 Bulee Dabbasaa Bulee
61, c. 1936-1944 Aagaa Adii Dooyyoo
62, c. 1944-1952 Guyyoo Boruu Galmaa
63, c. 1952-1960 Madha Galma Toree
64, c. 1960-1968 Jaldeessa Liiban

65, c. 1968-1976 Gobbaa Bulee

66, c. 1976-1984 Jiloo Aagaa

67, c. 1984-1992
68, c. 1992-2000
69, c. 2000-2008
70, c. 20082016

Boruu Guyyoo Boruu
Boruu Madha Galmaa
Liiban Jaldeessa

Guyyoo Gobbaa Bulee
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Local Techniques to Interpret Social Change

The Narratives in the Oral Chronicles of Boorana Prophets
in Southern Ethiopia

OBA Chikage

The Graduate University for Advanced Studies,
School of Cultural and Social Studies,
Department of Regional Studies

The objective of this article is to describe how the Boorana people interpret events and construct their
history, focusing on their oral traditions as retold by various narrators. Among the Boorana, an Oromo-
speaking people of South Ethiopia and North Kenya, there are diviners called raaga. There are many oral
traditions related to the raaga who tell about such historical events such as a big immigration, many conflicts,
various disasters, and troubles within Boorana politics. It is said that the raaga have predicted historical events,
advised people to perform ceremonies to get over social problems, and provided criticisms of society.

In this article, first I describe how that the activities of the raaga define and maintain the morale of the
community while explicating several of their stories and prophecies. Then I analyze a number of their
historical narratives related to the immigration in the mid-17th century, the big conflict with the Arsi people at
the beginning of the 18th century, the conflict with the Arsi in the mid-19th century which killed almost an
entire generation, the internal conflict at the end of 19th century, and the Menilek conquest also at the end of
the 19th century.

In a discussion of some oral texts, I suggest that the stories of the 7aaga have become one of the bases for
constructing the historical memory of the Boorana people. The narrators have related the results of historical
events to the prophecies or magic of the raaga in order to explain them. When the Boorana construct their
historical memory, they create a causal chain of events by reinterpreting prophecies of the raaga and making a
bricolage of oral traditions related to these prophecies.

Key words: Boorana, prophecy, prophet (raaga), oral chronicle, historical practice
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