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Renaming Schoolgirls in Okinawa Prefectural
Women’s Normal School and Okinawa Prefectural
(First) Girls High School:

Individuality and Assimilation of Schoolgirls

NISHIHARA Shoichi

Department of Japanese History,
School of Cultural and Social Studies,
The Graduate University for Advanced Studies, SOKENDAI

Summary

According to the narratives of teachers and students at Okinawa Prefectural Women’s Normal School and
Okinawa Prefectural (First) Girls’ High School, renaming of the schoolgirls, which refers to a change from a
traditional individual name, referred to as warabina (childhood name), to a Japanese-style name, referred to as
yamatona, began in the early 1900s and was a trend among students at both schools in the Taisho era. As the
change was toward Japanization, there is no doubt that renaming was an event in the context of assimilation
and incorporation of Okinawa. However, the schoolgirls’ narratives about renaming imply “small stories” of
their adoration of modernity and the significance of ‘naming’ oneself or ‘claiming a name’. The small stories
may not be integrated into big stories of assimilation and/or incorporation. By using materials such as alumnae
magazines, memoirs, and alumnae lists for finding schoolgirls’ big stories and small stories about renaming,
this research aims to explore its meaning and then view the history of Okinawa after the Ryukyu Disposition
and Annexation from the perspective of the state of individual names. The research provides an overview of
traditional girls’ names of Okinawa, warabina first, then points out that warabina was considered more
important as a name to be acquired than as an individual identification functionality, and that the pace of
change of girls’ individual names was slower than that of boys’ names immediately after the Ryukyu
Disposition and Annexation. The research then discusses the development of girls’ secondary education that
served as a seedbed for schoolgirls’ renaming and the history of the two schools, and clarifies the status of
both schools as topnotch girls’ secondary educational institutions and contact zones with modernity. Based on
this exploration, the research uses narratives of teachers and alumnae to find the real state of education and
life at the schools as well as stories about renaming. The research also organized examples of renaming on
the Prefectural (First) Girls High School alumnae list to clarify, based on the findings, the relationship
between the changes of girls’ names in Okinawa in the early 1900s and the renaming of schoolgirls. By
studying renaming as a small story of each schoolgirl in the sense of individuality, which girls’ education
unexpectedly fostered, the research indicates the significance of claiming a name involved in renaming. Given
that students at both schools were never typical Okinawa girls, it became clearer that extending the research
range to include the name issue of girls working at factories away from home will be important for the general
goal of the research to view history from the perspective of names.

Key words: moden history of Okinawa, Okinawa Prefectural Women’s Normal School and Okinawa
Prefectural (First) Girls High School, Himeyuri, schoolgirl, renaming, assimilation,
modernization, warabina, yamatona
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111904 | W35 | 37 | 46 5 4 3| 75.0% 1| 25.0% 100.0% 0 0.0%
2 11905 | BHiR | 38 | 45 3 6 3| 50.0% 2| 33.3% 83.3% 1 | 16.7%
311906 | BHG | 39 | 44 3 13 8| 61.5% 5| 38.5% 100.0% 0 0.0%
4 11907 | BHYA | 40 | 43 7 20 13 | 65.0% 6| 30.0% 95.0% 1 5.0%
511908 | BHiG | 41 | 42 6 24 17 | 70.8% 5| 20.8% 91.7% 2 8.3%
6 | 1909 | BHiH | 42 | 41 11 43 27| 62.8% | 14| 32.6% 95.3% 2 4.7%
7 11910 | BHiG | 43 | 40 12 45 16 | 35.6% | 11| 24.4% 60.0% 18 | 40.0%
8 | 1911 | B/ | 44 | 39 9 55 31| 56.4% 41 7.3% 63.6% 20 | 36.4%
9 | 1912 | BHYG | 45 | 38 15 67 31| 46.3% | 17| 25.4% 71.6% 19 | 28.4%
10 | 1913 | KiE| 2| 37 14 42 23 | 54.8% 3| 7.1% 61.9% 16 | 38.1%
11 |1914 | KIE| 3| 36 21 51 31| 60.8% 6| 11.8% 72.5% 14 | 27.5%
12 11915 | KIE| 4| 35 12 53 24| 45.3% | 16| 30.2% 75.5% 13 | 24.5%
1311916 | KiE| 5| 34 13 46 21| 45.7% 6| 13.0% 58.7% 19 | 41.3%
14 1917 | KiE| 6 | 33 20 57 26| 45.6% | 11| 19.3% 64.9% 20 | 35.1%
15 | 1918 | KiE | 7| 32 22 46 21| 45.7% 9| 19.6% 65.2% 16 | 34.8%
16 [ 1919 | KiE| 8| 31 20 49 16 | 32.7% 3| 6.1% 38.8% 30 | 61.2%
17 11920 | KIE| 9| 30 21 45 11| 24.4% 2 4.4% 28.9% 32 | 71.1%
18 11921 | KIE | 10 | 29 16 59 17 | 28.8% 5| 85% 37.3% 37 | 62.7%
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22 11925 | KiE | 14 | 25 15 72 20 | 27.8% 2| 2.8% 30.6% 50 | 69.4%
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24 11927 | BEFT| 2| 23 22 105 18| 17.1% 21 1.9% 19.0% 85 | 81.0%
25 11928 | HAF1 | 3| 22 14 104 14 | 13.5% 21 1.9% 15.4% 88 | 84.6%
26 | 1929 | WAFI | 4 | 21 21 116 8| 6.9% 0] 0.0% 6.9% | 108 | 93.1%
27 11930 | BRI | 5| 20 11 130 23| 17.7% 1| 0.8% 18.5% | 106 | 81.5%
28 11931 |HAFf1 | 6 | 19 14 130 21| 16.2% 0] 0.0% 16.2% | 109 | 83.8%
29 11932 | w1 | 7 | 18 10 123 15| 12.2% 0] 0.0% 12.2% | 108 | 87.8%
30 | 1933 | HEFT| 8 | 17 13 122 11| 9.0% 0] 0.0% 9.0% | 111 | 91.0%
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